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BOUNDARY BRIEF

The Burma-China boundary, which totals 1,358
miles in length, has been demarcated by a joint
Sino-Burmese boundary commission. The Burma-
China Boundary Treaty of October 1, 1960, which
created the commission, removed all territorial
disputes between Burma and the Chinese com-
munist regime. As a consequence, maps may
show the new alignment as an international
boundary, but in view of the United States recog-
nition of the Republic of China, the standard
boundary disclaimer should be maintained.

The Burma-China boundary may be divided
into two different sectors. In the first, starting
from the Indian tripoint, the boundary follows
shatp, north-south trending Himalayan ridges
which mark the northern and eastern watershed
of the Irrawaddy to 26° North. One exception
occurs in the northeast where the boundary
crosses the Taron Wang, an Irrawaddy tributary.
The region is wild and desolate with sparse, non-
Burmese population . The second sector begins at
the Hpimaw Hkyet, where the boundary abandons
the Salween-lrrawaddy drainage- divide. The
southern borderland is composed of a heavily dis-
sected plateau. The boundary, in crossing it, uti-
lizes ridges and rivers; the Taping (Ta-ying
Chiang), Nam-wan (Nan-wan Ho), Shweli (Lung-
ch’uan Chiang), Salween (Nu Chiang), Nam Ting
{ Nan-ting Hog, Nam Hka (Nan-k’a Chiang), and
Nam Lam (Man-lu Ho) all form the frontier for
varying distances. After departing from the last
named stream, the boundary extends eastward
along a minor watershed to the Nam Nga (Nan-
a Ho) and thence to the Mekong which is, in
turn, followed southward to the Laos tripoint. As
in the north, the southern sector is inhabited by
tribal peoples, primarily ethnic Tai.
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